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Italy has achieved approximately 74% full vaccination (two jabs) while 6% of the 59.5 million person

southern European country received one dose of the COVID-19 vaccine thus far.  Approximately 35%

of the population have been boosted (third shot). Vaccination hasnʼt mattered much when it comes

to daily new infections with a new record breaking surge involving both Delta and Omicron variants

of SARS-CoV-2.  While impacted later than European nations to the north such as Austria and

Germany, Omicron now hits Italy like a freight train as daily SARS-CoV-2 infections shatter past

records in this most recent surge—like many highly vaccinated nations.  228,123 new cases were

reported by Johns Hopkins University Tuesday, January 18 with a 7-day new case infection average

of 177,652. For perspective, in Italyʼs deadly first couple of waves new daily COVID-19 case counts

hovered under 40,000 per day.  This latest surgeʼs death rate remains far lower than the grim first

and second surges, yet deaths increase with 434 reported yesterday according to data from Johns

Hopkins University. Italy, Austria to the north, has responded with tough rules particularly harsh on

the unvaccinated. Now a well-known international human rights organization issued a statement to
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the government  to stop discriminatory practices against the 26% or nearly 15.5 million people who

opted thus far not to receive the COVID-19 vaccine. Other mandates in Europe in places like Austria

target young people 14 years of age and above starting February 2022.

Italyʼs record breaking surge of COVID-19 cases keeps the entire society on edge; the memory of

many deaths upon the onset of the pandemic by March through April 2020 and then another deadly

surge late October of 2020 through February of 2021 remains fresh on the minds of most. 138,00

people have died in this Mediterranean nation—the second highest number in Europe after the UK.

Mandatory

Before this new year the government here, led by Prime Minister Mario Draghi, established

mandatory inoculation rules for select professions such as teachers and those in health care

professions.  By October of last year, a national rule forced employees to furnish proof of vaccination

or negative test to enter their respective jobs otherwise face suspension without pay.

This month the Italian government announced a mandatory vaccination rule for Italian residents aged

50 and above in a bid to reduce pressure on the health system and mitigate the risks of more deaths.

 This compromise was less onerous than other policies contemplated—essentially treating

unvaccinated persons as second class citizens. 
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This new order starts February 15 and runs till June 15, 2022. Unlike many other nations the

authorities are not implying that the vaccine reduces community transmission, which of course it

does not against the Delta or Omicron variants once a fully vaccinated person has been infected (so-

called breakthrough infection). 

Italian lawmakers arenʼt unified as Reuters and other media report tension in the Prime Ministerʼs

multi-party ruling coalition.  Like America the right wing of the coalition seems more hostile to

mandates for anyone over aged 50 declaring its “without scientific foundation, considering that the
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absolute majority of those hospitalized with COVID are well over 60.”  T

Human Rights Violations?

Now human rights group Amnesty International publicly denounced Italyʼs latest measures urging the

Europeanʼs countryʼs government to consider modifying its anti-COVID-19 rules and restriction to

avoid discriminatory practices against the unvaccinated.

Requesting alternative measures such as use of masks and SARS-CoV-2 testing to ensure that those

among the 15.5 million unvaccinated that need to work or use public transit and other vital services

can in fact do so “without discrimination.”   

Amnesty International has already accumulated a track record of discriminatory practices against the

unvaccinated over the past several months.   While the Italian office of Amnesty International accepts

the justification for some mandatory protective measures the non-governmental organization

established that such measures should be “limited in time” and “proportionate” based on unfolding

science.

The declaration informed “The government must continue to ensure that the entire population can

enjoy its fundamental rights, such as the right to education, work and medical treatment, with

particular regard to non-COVID patients who need urgent surgery.”
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Vaccine passports were mandatory in the EU via “regulation on the EU digital
covid pass”

Regulations are directly applied across the EU. The European Courts of Justice
(ECJ) is the supreme court on all EU law.

Effectively, the EU regulation encouraged member states to make vaccines
mandatory. 
This has been reinforced with the European Commissioner President Ursula Von
Der Leyen saying EU member states need to consider mandatory vaccines back
in December.

This is all relevant, because the European Union is not bound to the European
Conventions on Human Rights (ECHR), or their courts.

This is because it would be in breech of EU law that the ECJ is supreme.

Member states can be part of the ECHR however, though, the regulation would
still stand, and if the EU decide to make vaccines mandatory, the ECHR would
be unable to do anything.

Personally I have a grim outlook for the EU, and I can only be happy that the UK
is no longer under its laws.

It is one of the reasons why Boris can scrap all covid measures including covid
passports.

Whats worse is the EU GIPSIC states are in a sort of debt trap with the
European Central Bank. If an Italian exit was a headache before, the instability
caused by the “pandemic” would be the least of the Italians concern. Perhaps.
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